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He is Risen! 

Hi Outreach in Love! We hope you are having a wonderful Easter Season celebrating the Risen Christ!  We are certainly enjoying the weather and 
the feeling of renewal that Spring brings.  We have been looking forward to getting out and enjoying the sunshine and fresh air, and maybe an 

outdoor picnic in May. We would love to hear ideas for it. Let us know your thoughts! 
- Kyle & Ann-Marie 

For Flowers That Bloom 

For flowers that bloom about our feet; 
For tender grass, so fresh, so sweet; 

For song of bird, and hum of bee; 
For all things fair we hear or see, 
Father in heaven, we thank Thee! 

For blue of stream and blue of sky; 
For pleasant shade of branches high; 
For fragrant air and cooling breeze; 
For beauty of the blooming trees, 
Father in heaven, we thank Thee! 

- Ralph Waldo Emerson 

 



 

 

 

 
            

 

 

Spring Feast Days 

May 13th – Our Lady of Fatima  
May 13th is the anniversary of the appearance of Our Lady to three shepherd children in the small 
village of Fatima in Portugal in 1917.  She appeared six times to Lucia, 9, and her cousins Francisco, 

8, and his sister Jacinta, 6, between May 13, 1917 and October 13, 1917.  On the 13th day of the 
month of Our Lady, May 1917, an apparition of ‘a woman all in white, more brilliant than the sun’ 
presented itself to the three children saying “Please don’t be afraid of me, I’m not going to harm 

you.” Lucia asked her where she came from and she responded,  “I come from Heaven.”  The 
woman wore a white mantle edged with gold and held a rosary in her hand. The woman asked them 
to pray and devote themselves to the Holy Trinity and to “say the Rosary every day, to bring peace 

to the world.” 
 

The most spectacular of the apparitions was the sixth and final appearance on October 13, 1917, 
when Mary appeared with St. Joseph. A crowd of 70,000 witnessed the sun dance, spin, display in 

various colors, and descend on them, drying their rain-soaked clothes and the land. The miracle was 
reported by people as far as 40 miles away. 

 

 

 

May 20th  – Saint Joan of Arc 
St. Joan of Arc (Jeanne La Pucelle) was born on January 6, 1412 at the obscure village of Domremy, 
near the province of Lorraine in France.  At a very early age, she heard voices: those of St. Michael, 
St. Catherine, and St. Margaret.  In May 1428, the voices told Joan to go to the King of France and 
help him reconquer his kingdom.  After overcoming opposition from churchmen and courtiers, the 

seventeen-year-old girl was given a small army with which she raised the siege of Orleans on May 8, 
1429.  She then enjoyed a series of military successes, during which the King was able to enter 

Rheims and be crowned with her at his side. 
 

In May, 1430, she was captured by the Burgundians and sold to the English.  After months of 
imprisonment, she was tried at Rouen by a tribunal presided over by the infamous Peter Cauchon, 
Bishop of Beauvais, who hoped that the English would help him to become archbishop.   When she 

refused to retract the assertion that it was the saints of God who had commanded her to do what she 
had done, she was condemned to death as a heretic and sorceress, and burned at the stake on May 

30, 1431.  She was nineteen years old.  Some thirty years later, she was exonerated of all guilt. 



                    

                    

                    

                    

Earth Day – April 22, 2021 
“And God blessed them. And God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it and have 

dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth.’”  
- Genesis 1:26-26 

 
Earth Day was April 22, 2021! Have you ever stopped to think about the beauty that God has given us in the form of the 
Earth? Mountains, valleys, rivers, plants, flowers—they are all signs of God’s love for us and his creations. God gave 
humankind a command to have “dominion” over the living things of the Earth. To be responsible stewards of God’s 
creation, we encourage you to consider these helpful steps: 

 

• At home, make sure garbage and recycling bags are tied securely and closed properly so that loose papers and 
other items can't fall out and become litter in your driveway or neighborhood. 

• Use recyclable grocery bags or water bottles to cut down on waste. 

• Plant flowers or volunteer to help clean up or beautify your community – statistics actually show that flowers and 
keeping our neighborhood green prevents littering.  Cool, right?!   
 

 
 
 
 
 



                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

        

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spring Bird Watching 
Since moving into our new home, we have become acquainted with a couple of feathery friends who like to visit our 
house.  There is a woodpecker that taps on our trees, and we recently spotted a large turkey vulture sitting on our 

chimney!   This got us wondering more about the birds living in our backyard and wanted to share with you this guide to 
“Backyard Birds of Virginia.”   

Do you see any of these birds in your own backyard? 


